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Reverend, and dent • Brethren i 

i INCE we are under the high eft Obli- 

t gafion, as Minrfters and Stewards of 

; ChriSi , faithfully to discharge in our 

_ ..... I own Perfons, and to labour with our 

utfnoft diligence, that all others may fo dilcharge 

the Duties of the Chriftian Religion, as well (uch. 

as concern the Faith once delivered to the Saints,, as 

thofe which more immediately relate to Practice ; 

I (hall defirc leave under both theft Heads to lay 

before yon, with all the Brevity and Plainnels I 

am able, a few things, which feem, at this time 

more especially, to call for your ferious Attention. 

I. To begin with Faith, the Foundation of all' 
other Chriftian Duties. You cannot be ignorant, 
what Attempts have lately been made, and are (till 
daily farther advancing, to deftroy fome of the 
principal Doctrines, not of ours only, but, of the 
Catholick. Church inaliAges; and, Iwi(h,,I could 
not lay, to weaken and undermine all the reft : 
Theft thing! have not been done in a Corner. 

A i Great 
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Great Indaftfy hath ;beerf ufe^ ^g^&tiftb 
too much Succefs, to revive tk*jfria& ..aiid ;$*$*/- 
Arian Herefies j and with the ProfefTors thereoF to 
unite almoft all other Sects of Christians, however 
they may differ from one another as to Opinion, 
in the lame VifibTe CbmmmnonT" $otK*at, inftead 
of rejecting thofe, who deprave the Christian Faith, 
as St. Paul commands ; or, in obedience to St.Jvhn, 
of refuting even to receive them into. our, f&ufet, pe 
to bid them Godfpe ed- t 'fboiild thispefign prevail,! 
we mult pray with them, and furtake with them 
of the Lord's Table, and afTociate together in ail- 
other Par,ts.of religious Worfhip • and. thofe alone, 
will be reputed Schifniaticks, who (eparate themr 
felves from the Communion of Hereticks. 

Some have fb far proceeded in this Scheme of 
general Comprehension, or rather Confufion, -as. 
to affert, that all forts of Errpiv except thofe, which 
immediately relate to Practice, are innocent and. 
unblameable. With thefe Men one may perhaps"* 
deferve the Name of an Heretick, who outwardly 
profeffeth fomething he inwardly disbelieves, and 
in that fenfe condemns hirnfelf : but in any other 
cafe, betides this of acting directly again ft the 
Dictates of Confcience, under which 'tis on all 
hands confeffed to be a Fault to defend the Truth 
itfelf, they plainly intimate, that there is no harm 
in maintaining even the Doctrine of Mahfimei % or 
any other, tho* ever fb oppofite to the Chriftian- 
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Revelation. We route #6t thfcrefefe bonder -to* 
hear it affirmed,. that- ifr-ottlcf^fty b4 jttftify'd be- 
fore God, there is no ne'&' ©Pati^ thing morey 
than to .ad agreeably to 6ur efeTerit inward Per- 
fuafion^idr^to <H!heP terttyif vwfrb* tiirittr-ity > ©r> 

ch«t orqual Degrees b^thi«Q«frik^t^(|r)jh'a^-c^f^ 

(for I- find rtoi.^cVprkm made} 'entitle Men to* 
equal Degrees -©^ivmo favdttr,.' \fy~bence it fol- 
low*,] eh a&rhfcyiwlftj .{tented; ^ 4V^w ^UGifieV^ our- 
SaVioar, jWrid^they dld'towkhbut remor-fe or* 
hefitttion , ttiigfeitufeftrv© an equal Reward- with* 
thofe, who are Martyrs for-hrra) *'>-• •'" - : - :." '>*'- 
•• . We Hi *e ! betttiaScultotti'd ,f I attdt'thi* agr beaBly, 
to. the judgment <of ? ali' other Chur,ches,- arid tfee* 
moft e*iden*:Prindple* ;both 3of Natural, and fte~ 
veal , d.Reiigio«a, / ito<thihJ4 irfche Ditty: ©FCryriftiatK 
Princes: to m^t9Paitv,Gsd > ! twRitigon ttnd Virtue <•; 
and the Church, our Mother, hath taught n*in< 
the Communion Office to pray, that all in Autho- 
rity under tbewrhiy do the fame; Now , if by; 
God's trie- Religion nothing be*meant, but that? 
moral Virtue ,- from which it is plainly diftingoiftfd* 
in this place, then our new-Mafters' may MVpei^ 
haps allow*he Magiftme to execute thiYpart of his- 
Office,* but, if God's- true' Religion* ifignifies tbaty, 
which it always hath ngnified among Christians,, 
the Worship of One true God, as oppos'ci to rhatr 
of «Idols and ialie iGodi.^ i .-enrJ the -Way ttf Worfltfp* 
prefer ib'd in. the Holy Scripcdpe, in oppofition to> 
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Heathemfh, and -other Superfiittons ; or, if Gttts 
trt& Religtm be underftood to imply the Belief of 
Three Perfons ia One Godhead, of the Incarna- 
tion, Sufferings, and Satisfaction of Chr'& y of the 
Refurredion of the Body, or of any other Do&rinc 
ever io plainly revcal'd by God j then ic is openly 
declared, that for Chriftian Ma&iftrates to difcou- 
rage falfe Religion, even in the lcaft degree, or to 
favour and encourage that which is tme y is to do 
Something highly inconfiftent both with the Na- 
ture add Ends of their own Authority, and %ith 
the Kingdom of Chrtfl* 

This may feem ftrange DocVine in a Chriftian 
Country : but, fioce the Faith was maintain'd for 
ieveral Ages without the Favour or Protection of 
the Civil Magiftrate, they, who advance thefe and' 
the like novel Opinions, may perhaps be thought 
more excufable, if they endeavour to recompenfe 
for the lofs of thefe temporal Advantages by their 
hearty Concern and juft Zeal for that Spiritual 
Power , which our Lord hath left in his Church. 
Bnt,inftead of this, thefe Men defer ibe the Church. 
rather as a Number of Pfccfons dtfunited from, and 
independent on one another, than as an orderly 
Society under lawful Govecnours of divine, or ne- 
ceiTary Appointment ; and thus root up, as far as in 
thetaliem* the very Foundation of all>BccIefiafricai 
Authority fttooct.. it-imghfteafilyibe (hewn, hbtr 
by the Schemes i lately puhtifhed evttryr Bfcanch of 
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this Authority harh beea viery much weakeo'd, , and 
wnpajr'd j or, ratfrer., totftljy fiibver-ted ft** ieUr 
ftroycd: bat J. (hatf conficw my^lf to tfec5ubj«^, 
of which I have been chk% fpeakiqg, p/«. itfc 
(QJbriftiaa Faith j ia things isl^g to- w&ch , it- 
hath been thought, UK* «)pty bjgktyiftf^96nf&»t; 
but abford aod wnpra&ifcabte > fef the Cburcfh to 
have any fort of Authority whatsoever. Our owa 

Chprch, indeed » in h^r twepqieth Article hath 
eifpreffly declared , that the Church h(itb /fatkority 
in Cotftrwerfies of Faith : aad therefore fluse of 
them, who do pot approve this Paflige, have 
taken great paios to perfaade the World, that it 
was not originally in the Article, hot ioferted there 
by fame, who aife&ed more Power, chap of righr- 
belonged to them: but ; this Attempt p»t fitcceed* 
sag according to their Defires , che sreft always - 
fpeak of it with firch Reservations aad Evaftora,, 
as plainly (hew they heartily wiih it were quite - 
ejtpt&g'.d. Ooe 0/ the chief Cftvfes pf their Com«- 
plaint, is the obliging Men to declare their Ajflcnt 
tf> Humn Decerns, as they ace call'd ; that is, 
tp Articles of Faith, or Podrane, which, however? 
clearly deduced ftooj the Holy $crif**res, are: not 
found the^e in express Wosds. For, when im* 
kwmed and wiflatk Men , toufe the Words of 
St* Peter, mrsfled th* Sfrtftnm to tfak^oijm&e* 
fin&ian, it was always cttftoawty, «vc» from the* 
mpft Piimitiw Ages, for the Chord), .: to oeder «6 
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ipreventthe (preadirig of fach Infections, to require 
tier Membefs, fcfpfecfally (uch of them as had been 
diftirigpiftfd * by : any publick Chara&er, to make 
an open and fblemn.Gonfeflion of their Faith j not 
in the very Words of Holy Scripture, which had 
been perverted and mifanderftood , becaufe that 
Would have been ineffectual to the purpofe intended j 
but in others more ftilly, and diftindtly fetting forth 
the true Senfe and Interpretation of thofe Words. 
With this view it was, that the Fathers of Nice 
inferted into their Creed thofe Claufes, which de- 
clare the true Divinity of our Blefled Lord, againft 
Arius \ that' not lbng after,, in oppofition to the - 
Herefy of 'Mdeedon'tus , others" We*e added -by the 
General Council of Conftantinopky to aflert the 
Divinity of the Holy Spirit j and that in the next 
Century^ tho* do farther Gharige tvas made in the 
Creed, other Declarations of the true Faith, con- 
cerning the Incarnation of Cbrift, and the perfb- 
nal Union of his two Natures, were competed by* 
generatSytibds atTembled atEpbe/usandCba/cetfott ; 
when the two oppofite Herefies of Neflorius and 
Eutyches firft fhew'd themfelves in the World. In ? 
thefe later Times, indeed-, this* Authority'; hath' 
been; very much abufed': • inftead of 'Articles of 
Faith, Men have been compelled to declare their* 
Affent, not only to disputable- Opinions, but to- 
fiich, as; are evidently contrary,- ; tfs 7 Well'to the\. 
Principles of natural Reafofr, as t0 * ne Holy Scrip- 
tures 
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tiircs, and the Do&rine of the belt Ages ; and 
thofe worthy Men, whom God endued with P ower 
from on high, to withftand thefe unjuft Imposi- 
tions, have been expofed to as many and great 
Tryals, as even the fir ft Chriftians endured in the 
Heathen Persecutions. Thefe Pra&ices, together 
with the Principles from which they proceed, can 
hardly be too much detefted. But mail we then, 
inftead of reforming thefe or the like Abufes, quite 
difcard that facred Authority which hath been abu- 
fed ? If this be always held for a certain Conse- 
quence, that nothing mud be retain'd, which hath 
been perverted to any evil purpoSe ,• what Infti- 
tution is there in the World , how facred Soever, 
or necefTary to the Welfare of Mankind , which 
muft not immediately be abolifh'd ? Parents rauft 
lofe their Authority over their Children ,♦ Mafters 
over their Families; Princes over their Subje&s; 
and all other Rights, whether divine or human, 
muft be utterly extinguiSh'd. The fatal Miftakes 
of the Church of Rome, may Soon convince every 
considerate Man, how dangerous it is to impofe on 
others the Inventions of any Perfon whatsoever for 
the Precepts of God. 'Tis far therefore from my 
defire to have the Church, by fuch Methods as thefe, 
reduc'd within more narrow bounds, than our Lord 
himfelf hath confin'd it j into whofe boSbm,l rather 
wiSh, and he is no Chriftian who doth not heartily 
wiSh, that, if it were poffible, all the Kingdoms 
of the Earth might be admitted; that, as in Adam 
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dtt died i fo in Chf ift all might be made alive. And 
fbme where or other there muft needs be a very 
great fault, when any one of the meaneft Believers 
is excluded from Communion, who defires to em- 
brace it on the Terms which God hath preferib'd : 
but mould it once be allow'd , that whoever mall 
<Jonfe(s the Holy Scriptures^ I do not (ay to be di- 
vinely infpired, which feems not to be infifted on, 
and hath fbmetimes been openly denied, but only 
to be true ; whereby, perhaps , nothing more is 
often meant than may juftly be affirm'd 6F other 
hiftdrical and moral Books, in which there is a 
Mixture of human Frailty and Miftake j If, I fay, 
it be allow'd, that whdever in this, or any other 
the like Senfe, ^ball own the Scriptures to be true,, 
whilft at the fame time he manifeftly perverts fbme 
of the rrfdft impottarit Truths therein reveal'd „ 
muft thereby be made capable, not duly of any 
Office or Impldynietlt in the State , df which i 
am not (peaking, but of Communion, and of any 
©■ther Privilege, in the Church; which is the thing 
aifn*d at ; then miy Arians, Sociniam> with other 
Sectaries, Ehthufiafts and Hereticks of all Deno- 
minations, be promoted even to the very chief 
Places of Ecclefaftical Authority and Truft. In 
other Societies no Man is admitted to any pub lick 
Imployment, till he hath firft engaged himfelf by 
fblemn Oaths to difcharge it with due Care and* 
Fidelity : How hard then is the Pate of the Church,, 
ifthofearc tobe her Guides and Rulers, who, for 
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any Pfoof or Affurance given to the contrary, may 
be her nioft inveterate Enemies, and disbelieve al- 
mofl: every Article of that holy Faith, whereon fhe 
is founded. I flrould be heartily forry to have miC- 
reprefented any Man in the World ; bat, as far as 
I am able to judge, this is the plain Defign, the 
natural and direct Tendency, of that happy an^ 
glorious- State of (Liberty, as it is Rifely called, or 
rather, as indeed it is, of that.miferable Diforder, 
.which feme of late have with ( fo much earneftpefs 
laboured to introduce -among us. 

Thefe, however, aw only the yaip Wifhes of 
fuch as are not fatisfled wjth that excellent and 
primitive Conftitution , which the pious Care of 
our Forefathers, through the peculiar BUfling of 
divine Providencje, hath left us : this being, under 
Gpd's Protection, our Security, that no Man is, or 
can be, ordain'd even to the loweft ; Ecclefiaftjcal 
Office, or allowed to ferye any fpirimal Cure, who 
hath not firft folemnly declared, hfs unfeigned Af- 
fent, and firm Adherence, both to the Doftrine 
and Difcipline of the Church of England, as now 
by Law happily eftablifh'd. Thefe are the Land- 
marks, over which 'tis not pofhble for any Man 
to pafs without manifeft Self- con tradition , who 
in any point of confiderable moment dhTents from 
us : but wemuft not wonder, if the beftProvjfions, 
which human wifdom hath been able to contrive, 
are fometimes eluded by iiich, whpfe aim it is, 
•either to bring in an impounded Licentioufhefs of 
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Opinion j or to reconcile their own Herefies, I do 
not fay, with the Doctrines, for which they feem 
not to be much concern'd, but with the Prefer- 
ments of the Church. 'Twas a free Confeflionof 
Socinus, that he thought himlelf at liberty to deny 
our BlefTed Lord's Satisfaction - y fince that Expret 
iion doth not occur in the Holy Scriptures : but 
that, if the very Word had been found there, he 
fhould have contrived fbme way to evade it ,• be- 
caufe the Doctrine (eem'd to him incontinent with 
Reafbn. The fame, or, if poffible, greater Liberty 
hath been ufed in perverting the true fenfe of the Li- 
turgy and Articles of the Church : otherwife, how 
could it come to pafs, that profefs'd Arians (hould 
fubfcribe to the Nicene and Athanafian Creeds, and 
in the laft of thefe to their own exprefs Condemna- 
tion ,• or that they, who, as well in their publick 
Preaching and Writings, as in their private Con- 
version, are known conftantly to aflert, that the 
Son and the Holy Spirit are neither the fame in 
Subftance with the Father, nor equal to him in 
Glory, Power, or any other Attribute, mould de- 
clare in the Words of the Communion Office, that 
in the ever Bleffed Trinity there are three Perfons 
in one Sub fiance - t for that which we believe of the 
Glory of the Father, • the fame we believe of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghofl, without any Difference or 
Inequality ? To enumerate all the Shifts and Eva- 
sions, which are ufed on this and the like Occa- 
sions, would be next to impoflible ,- thefe being 

varied 
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varied for the fake of every new Herefy, and ac- 
cording to every Man's Fancy, or peculiar way of 
thinking : not to fay, that, like other Works of 
Darknefs, they are for the moft part carefully con- 
cealed from publick Notice. But there is one, 
which, if applied in its full extent, may ferve in- 
ftead of all the reft. It is this ; that all Subscrip- 
tions, and other Declarations of Aflent, are to be 
made with this tacit Refervation j viz. fo far, as 
they are agreeable to the Holy Scriptures : or, 
which effectually anfwers the fame purpofe, that 
they may be underftood in any Senfe agreeable to 
the Scriptures, even when this Senfe is notoriously 
repugnant both to the natural Signification of the 
Words, and to the manifeft Intention of thofe who 
impofe them : Which is faid to be highly reafo- 
nable, efpecially among ProteftantSj whofe fun- 
damental Principle this hath always been, that 
nothing ought to be receiv'd as an Article of Faith, 
which is not plainly proved by the Scriptures. 
Now there might be fome colour for this Practice, 
had our own, and other reform'd Churches, de- 
clared their Allowance of it: But this is not pre- 
tended,- and had any fuch thing been defigned, 
in ftead of long Confeffions of Faith confiding of 
many Articles , wherein , befide other Errors and 
Herefies , thofe of the Church of Rome are ex- 
preflly condemn'd, it would have been Sufficient, 
in one Article, or Proportion, to have arTerted 
the Truth of the Holy Scriptures : this being the 
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^ntmoft, to \^hicli any Declaration of AfTent, un- 
der the before mention'd Refervation , dot*h a- 
mount : and , in this fenfe , the mod warm and 
rigid Advocates of 'Popery may fafely fubfcribe to 
to all the Dictates of Luther , or Calvin. But, he 
that would be fatisfied, how far this Practice is 
agreeable to the Forms of Subfcription ufed a- 
mongft us, may have recourse to the Thirty Sixth 
Canon y where fbmeofthem are thus exprfcfTed: That 
the Book of Common Pr dyer contatneth in it nothing 
contrary to the Word of God: And again ; That 'he 
alloweth the Book of Articles — and acknowledged 
ally and every y the Articles therein contained y being 
in number Nine and Thirty , to 4x agreeable to the 
Word of God. To which things every Subfcriber 
is oblig'd, for the avoiding of Ambiguity , to declare 
his Affent in this manner : I do willingly, and ex 
animo, fubfcribe to thefe Articles, and to all things 
that are contained in them. So that the Refer va- 
tion, before fpoken of, ! being here inferted, the 
Subscription rauft be thus under flood : I do wiU 
Unglyy and from my Hearty profefs, that the Book 
of Common Prayer , fo far as it is agreeable to 
Gods Word, contatneth nothing in it contrary to the 
Word of God y- and, in the next place, I acknow- 
ledge all, and every one of y the Thirty Nine Articles, 
fo far as they are agreeable to the Word of God, to 
be agreeable to the Word of God. What thoughts 
muft thefe Men have entertain'd of the Under- 



standing, or Integrity of their Superiors; who per- 
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fuade them/elves, that they require, or allow 
them , in one of the mod ferious Affairs in the 
World, thus to trifle? Neither is there any juft 
caufe, why the Benefit of this Evafion Should not 
be made ufe of in Popifh Countries, a$ well as Prcv 
teftant : for, tho' the Papifts believe Tradition to 
be a Sufficient Ground of Faith , yet they do not 
believe that Scripture and Tradition contradict each 
other .- and their beft Writers maintain, that all their 
Traditions, are contaia'd in the written Word of 
God ; tho', perhaps, not So clearly and fully', as to 
be made Articles of Faith before the Decifion of 
the Church. Here then is a Principle, which, had 
it been formerly well understood, might hare laved 
the Lives of many-thouSands of Protectants ; who,, 
by faying only within themfelveSj that they in- 
tended nothing disagreeable to the Scriptures, might 
Safely have fet their hands to theDo&rine of Tran- 
•fubftantiation , Purgatory , Invocation of Saints,,, 
and whatsoever elfe hath been. decreed, either by 
that of Trent, or any other Popiih Council. But to 
advance a little farther : There being no Principle, 
wherein both Proteftants and Papifts, and all the 
reft of Mankind, do more universally agree, than 
this, That nothing, repugnant to Truth, ought tp 
be believed ; which no Man in his rightSenfes ever 
«gueftion'd ; to make this refervation,. That we a£ 
Sent no farther than is agreeable to Truth, which 
Some have done, as I have been informed, will in 
all refpe&s be as confident both with Keafon, and 
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Religion, as this, That we aflent no farther, than 
is agreeable to Scripture : Which being once allow- 
ed, what is there Co abiurd, or (b impious, to which 
we may not (ubfcribe ? In the Mahometan Coun- 
tries we may receive the Alcoran j in thofe of India, 
the Doctrine of the Br ah mam - t and profefs all other 
Schemes of Superftition or Idolatry, which are found 
in any part of the World. Neither muft we (top 
here ,• there being no juft Reafbn, why the fame 
Arts andEvafions, which are lawful in the moftfo- 
lemn Affirmations, mould not be permitted in Oaths 
alio. He therefore, who renounceth upon Oath 
all foreign Jurifdi&ion in Spiritual Affairs, muft be 
allow'd a Refervation for the Papal Authority, as 
far, as he thinks this to be agreeable to God's 
Word : He that fweareth Allegiance to his Prince, 
may do it with a Salvo to the Duty he owes to any 
other Pretender, whom he thinks to have a bet- 
ter Right : and, tho* this Right mould be expreffly 
abjured, yet among Chriftians, and thofe Proteftants 
too, no Abjuration whatever muft be farther ex- 
tended, than is confident with the Holy Scriptures. 
Here then is an end of all mutual Truft and Confi- 
dence : And I might now appeal to the Conscience 
of every one who hears me, whether there ever was 
a more daring and barefaced Infult, on theChriftian 
Religion, mail I fay, * or rather on the common 
Senfe, and common Honefty, of Mankind ? But 
having laid thefe things before you, I (hall forbear 
all farther Exaggeration j not doubting of your 
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hearty and zealous Concurrence with mztobantjh, 

and drive away all erroneous andfirange Dofifrine, 
contrary to God s Word i as all of us, at oar refpe&ive 
Ordinations, have folemnly vowed to do. 

What farther Practices or Opinions may here- 
after he introduced by thefe Methods, cannot 
certainly be known : fince from what hath been 
faid it appears, that there is no Herefy whatfoever, 
which may not thus be reconciled , as well with 
the Subfcriptions and Declarations we have made, 
as with any others, which can be deviled. But I am 
in hopes that, in the opinion of every true Son 
of this Church, it will be a diffident Confutation 
of all Innovations, which have been, or hereafter 
(hall be, advanc*d, to fay with St. Paul, We have 
no fuch Cujtom, neither the Churches of God ,• or, 
in the Words of our Bleffed Lord j From the Be- 
ginning it was not fo* To become the Author of 
new Hypothecs in Religion, or to call thofe Do- 
ctrines into queflion, which have always been firm- 
ly believed in the Church, even from the mod early 
Ages to our Times, favours more of the Pride and 
Arrogance of (bme vain-glorious Philofbpher, who 
by making flrange Difcoveries, and contradicting 
the reft of the World, fecks tp raife in others a great 
Efteera of himfelf, than of the Humility of a good 
Chrjfiian ; whofe chief Glory confifh in the entire 
Kefignation of his Underftanding, and the fledfafl 
Belief of all the Truths^ which God hath revealed 
to him , whether he doth, or doth not, clearly 
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comprehend! them. I /peak not of Improvement* 
in the liberal Arts, and Sciences ; which had their' 
rife from Sttidy and Obfervation, ami therefore maft 
be advanced, and perfected in the fame Method : 
Whereas the Chriftian Religion having been com- 
pletely publifh'd to the World by our Blefled Lord, 
and his Apoftles, no Addition can be made to it 
without a new Revelation. Here then is no room 
for Invention or Difcovery : but, on the contrary, 
if any Docltrine be new ; if it be not truly primitive 
and Apoftolical ,• we may, fafely, without farther 
Examination, reject it as falfe and Spurious, and 
no part of the Faith once delivered to the Saints, 
Whence our beft Writers, as well in their Contro- 
verts with the Papifts, as with other Sectaries and 
Hereticks, constantly appeal to the Judgment and 
.Practice of the -Church in the next Centuries after 
the Apoftles : which, as She had better Means of 
Information, than can be pretended to in any Suc- 
ceeding Age, fo cannot reafonably be fuppos'd, ei- 
ther through Negligence or Defign, and this, in all 
Parts of the World at once, to have deprav'd it, 
whilft her Paftors, and other chief Members, were 
daily Suffering Martyrdom in its defence. But few 
there are, or rather none at all, as far as I have 
been able to obferve, who refofe to allow the Te- 
stimony of the primitive Writers its due Weight and 
Authority, Such only excepted, as have not read 
them, or are afraid of their Evidence j and, there- 
fore, in order to divert us from the true Senfe of the 
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Holy Scpptutses, iadifcovering which, thofe Inter- 
preters jhaye cormuonjy the befi Succefs, who mod 
carefully compare them, with other Books of the 
fame or the next Ages , as the bed Criticks always 
do in explaining .other Authors, would ftrictly con- 
fine us to the mere Words, becau&gbefe alone, and 
unfupported, may more eafily be forc'd to .counte- 
nance their Innovations. 

II. But, fince 'tis in vain to believe well without 
living well, and the Defects in our Practice are as 
great and as many, to fay no more, as thofe in 
our Faith and Doctrine ; I muft not conclude this 
Difcourfe , wherein fb much has been faid of the 
latter, without a due regard paid to the former- 
Some indeed havedefcrib'd Theology as a Science 
rather (peculative than practical, and defign'd more 
for the information of our Underftandings , than 
for the Regulation of our Lives and Behaviour. : as, 
on the contrary, others feera to think, that pro- 
vided our Lives be agreeable to God's Word , 'tis 
. of no confequence to our Salvation, what Notions 
. we entertain concerning any Point, which relates 
to Speculation or Belief. But, if we have recourfe 
.to the Holy Scriptures, our beft and only fafe Guide, 
we fhall there find, that, as on the one fide, We 
arejufiified by Faith, and He that believetb and is 
baptttfd, Jball be fav'd j but he, that believetb nop, 
/hall be damtfd : fa, on the other, Faith without 
Work is dead i and, Without Holitiefs no Man fhall 
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fee the Lord, There teems, indeed, to me, to be 
no Article of Chriftian Doctrine, which doth not 
fbme way or other tend to Practice : but, however, 
the time will fhortly overtake all of us, wherein we 
(hall experimentally find, how fruitlefs it will be to 
thofe Men mtm have thought rightly of the Divine 
Nature, Perfbns, and Attributes, with other Myfte- 
ries of Religion j or to have comprehended the 
whole Scheme of moral Duties •> and to have been 
able, in all Cafes and Occurrences, to determine 
exactly what was fit both for themfelves and others 
to do j who Held the Truth in Unrighteoufiiefs. 
Some, who bear no good will to our facred Fun- 
ctipn , have reproached us for {hewing too much 
Zeal for the {peculative or doctrinal, and too little, 
or none at all, for the practical Parts of Religion j 
for purfuing with great heat and violence thofe, 
who duTent from us in {bme Points of mere Opi- 
nion ; whilft we connive at the very worft of Crimes 
in others, and even encourage them by our own 
bad Examples. Now mould thefe, or any other 
falle Imputations, prevail with us to remit any part 
of that juft Zeal and Concern for the great Truths 
of the Chriftian Religion, which becomes the Stew- 
ards of the Myjier'tes of Chritf ; this would be a ma- 
nifest Breach of our Truft, and our Enemies would 
boaft of their Succe/s : but, . hence we may learn, 
what fevere Cenfures would fall upon us, mould it 
not appear from our publick Difcourfes , our pri- 
vate Admonitions, and, from the whole Ccurre of 
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our Behaviour, that oar Zeal is uniform and im* 
partial ,• that we have the fame Averfion and Ha* 
tred to all forts of Vice and Immorality, which we 
juftly exprefs againft Herefies and Schifms ; and 
make it our fincere and conftant Endeavour, that in 
the great Day of Accounts, the People, whom God' 
hath committed to our charge, may be found, as 
well unblameable in their Lives , as orthodox in 
their Faith. Fas eft & ab bofte doceri. 
- As to our own Lives, it will perhaps be needlefs 
to put you in mind, that many Eyes are upon us$ 
that our Words and Actions are narrowly watch'd 
and obferv'd ; that our Frailties and Imperfections 
are for the mod part highly aggravated ; and even 
our mod innocent Behaviour often very much tra- 
duced and mifreprefented ; fbthat, in order to pre- 
fer ve in others fuch an Opinion and Efteem of us, 
as is neceffary to the fuccefsful difcharge of our holy 
Office, there is need of great Prudence andCircum- 
fpection, and we muft abfla'm not only from all 
hvily but from the molt remote appearance of it. 
I am afraid there are every where too many, who 
commit many things, which they would highly 
condemn in us $ and feem to think feveral great 
Duties incumbent on us, from which they are 
wont to excufe themfelves. Which dangerous 
Miftake might eafily be corrected by looking into 
the Holy Scriptures j where they would fbbn find, 
that all of us, the People, as well as the Priefts, are 
to be judg*d by the. fame Law; that the fame 
i •■ . Duties, 



Duties, thofe' excepted s/hich belong .to oar Sacer- 
dotal Office, are enjouVd, and the fame Sias for- 
bidden to both ; and that, in order to Salvation, 
both are to be pofleis'd of the fame Graces and 
Virtues. But this pay inform as, how great the 
Offence would be, fhould any remarkable Defect 
appear in our Converfation ,• and, how impoflible 
it would prove for us to excite in others that un- 
affected and hearty Zeal for true Religion and Vir- 
tue, that Contempt of the World, and thoie hea- 
venly Difpofkions, which are effential to the Chri- 
ftian Life, fliould we our (elves be addicted to any 
fort of Vice, or iramers'd in worldly Cares and 
Bufinefs } and behave our felves, not as Strangers 
and Pilgrims, but like thofe who have taken up their 
Reft, and enjoy their full Portion, in the prefent 
Life. And we mull: farther remember, that being 
plac'd in our respective Cures, as the Guides of o- 
thers, we ought not to content our felves to live 
after the manner of common Chriftians, but fhould 
drive to excel in all forts of Virtue $ that all the 
People whom divine Providence hath .committed 
to our charge, may in our Practice daily behold 
an exact Pattern of their own Duty ; and that the 
&me thing, which St. Paul (peaks of bimfelf, may, 
in forne good degree and proportion, be apply'd to 
every one of us j Be ye Followers of me, as I a If o am 
of Christ. This the fame Apoftle requires of 77- 
pwthy, whom he left at Ef befits to govern the 
Church in his absence ; Be thou an Example of the 
v Believers, 



Believers f fays he, in Word , in Conter/ation , in 
Charity, in Spirit ^ in Faith, in Purity : And it is 
n» more, than what w^ undertook at our Admimon 
into holy Orders ,• when, in the pretence of God 
and the Church , we fblemnly .vow*d , To be dili- 
gent to frame dnd fajhion our own J "elves , and 'our Fa- 
milies ; according to the Doclrtne of Chrift ; and to 
make both ourfehes and them, as much as in us lieth f 
wholfome Examples arid Patterns to theFhck ofChrift. 
I have already too far trefpafs'd on your patience; 
and, therefore, (hall detain you no longer, than to* 
put you in mind of one thing farther, which al way* 
highly becomes the Mmifters of the Gofpel , and 
feems now after fo many Rebellions, and fb many 
Preparations for Rebellion, efpecially neceflfary $ 
that you promote, as far as in you lieth, in all thofe 
who a*re under your care, a Spirit of true Peace and 
Lore towards one another, and of hearty Afie&ior* 
and Loyalty to that great and good Prince, whom 
it hath pleaVd the Drvirie Providence to Cet over us* 
His Majefty's Arms, thro' the Bteffing of God, hav« 
often conquered the Enemies of our happy Eftablifti- 
ment: .but, 'tis ft ill left to your Perfuanon and good 
Example, thro' the fame Bleflmg to convert their 
Hearts t tho' it feems very itrangd and fiirjirifing,. 
there mould be any difficulty in prevailing with 
Men, where both Intereft and Duty draw the fame 
way, and no Temptation lies On. the other, fide* 
For, were all the Grievances put together, which 
fuch Men complain of, as are mow difcontented 
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4ttddtit o'FJuimour with the prefeot Stateof Aifairs',- 
how inconfiderable would they be found, when put) 
in the balance with thofe unavoidable Calamities,? 
which a few Days (pent in Civil Wars would* bring! 
upon us?- We havet he fame Religion (thanks be to: 
God ) the fame Civil Properties, and for both thefe , 
the fame (not to fay much greater) Security, for. 
which we, with our Fathers, have long been envied 
by other Nations : and fhould we, without the leaft 
neceflity, and thro' mere Wantonneis, deliver up all 
thefe into the hands of One, who, as far as yet ap-* 

ears, hath never given the lead Affurance, that he; 

rath any Intention to continue them to us, . and by. 
the conAant and well known Maximsof his Relirioa 
is oblig'd to do the contrary.; this would befach an 
Infatuation, as hath no Example in any former Age, 
and would fcarce be credited byPqfterity. . I malt 1 
therefore fum up this whole Difcourfe in the -ihort, 
but moft wife and feafonable, Advice of King Solo^ 
mon : My Son y fear thou the Lord, : and i^e King,; 
Mnd meddle not with them, that are given to. cbaiigS : 
For their Calamity jhall rife \ fuddenhy^ t - and '.who* 
hnoweththe Rum of them both? .Pfov. xxiv; .Hy.2,2^ 

t'/ldnd now,' .Brethren j L commend ym to <*W; 
and- to the Word of hit Grace : wh'tc ti is able to buidd 
you up, and to^ give, you* an .Inheritance, among, all 
tfam. which 'are fwt&'ifitd. Acts 1x^51. 
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